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Typical Contemporary and Historic Graphic Styles
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FOUNDING THE

THORNTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT

THE  FIRST  FIVE  YEARS 

Without resources, the Thornton Fire Department used what they had to do what  
they could.

Sam Hoffman, a housing developer, opened his first three model homes in April 
1953. By 1955, Thornton’s population was approximately 6,300.”

“ This scrap piece of paper turned out to be 
the official document that we would turn 
over the fire house, all fire equipment and 
the land with full support of the volunteers 
to the new City of Thornton.”  
–Ken Freiberg, 2008

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius quam quisque id 
diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam non quama interdum posuere lorem 
ips umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas maec enas pharetra.

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius quam quisque id 
diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam non quama interdum posuere lorem 
ips umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas maec enas pharetra.

1954 Thornton Volunteer Fire Department, 
Inc. formed. First engine, a 1937 Dodge 
500gpm pumper, purchased for $150 
from donations. First fundraiser: Christmas 
tree sales.

1955 F&S Construction donates land at Dorothy 
Blvd. and Hoffman Way for a fire station. 
Volunteers sell fire extinguishers to raise 
money for an emergency siren.

1956 Thornton incorporates as a city. TFD 
officially becomes a city operation. 
Quonset hut opens as Thornton’s first fire 
station, police department, and city hall. 

1957 Carl Nelson appointed first permanent, 
paid fire chief. Two new engines 
purchased; department dispatcher hired.

1958 New municipal building dedicated 
October 19, housing the city hall, police 
department, and fire department. 

We could all work together towards the 
goal of starting a new City of Thornton.
–Ken Freiberg, 2008

They put out fires, delivered babies, took punches from bloody 
drunks, battled bulky, old fire trucks, cleaned the swimming pool, 
pumped out basements and watered trees.

–Ken Freiberg, 2008

THORNTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENTWHEN NATURE CALLED

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius quam quisque id 
diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam non quama interdum posuere lorem 
ips umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas maec enas pharetra.

THE THORNTON TORNADO 
JUNE 3, 1981

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius 
quam quisque id diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam 
non quama interdum posuere lorem ips umuisque dolor 
sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.

THE CHRISTMAS EVE BLIZZARD  
DECEMBER 24, 1982

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius 
quam quisque id diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam 
non quama interdum posuere lorem ips umuisque dolor 
sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.

THE LYONS FLOOD  
SEPTEMBER 2013

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius 
quam quisque id diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam 
non quama interdum posuere lorem ips umuisque dolor 
sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.
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$50 million in damage  157 mph
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lorem ips umuisque dolor sit 
amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcuit 
amet porttitor eget quis varius 
quam quisque id diam vel quam 
elementum pulvinar etiam.

TFD Technical Rescue Team named City of 
Thornton Team of the Year, 2013
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Typical Contemporary Graphic Style

WHEN NATURE CALLED

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius quam quisque id 
diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam non quama interdum posuere lorem 
ips umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas maec enas pharetra.

THE THORNTON TORNADO 
JUNE 3, 1981
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sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.
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FOUNDING THE

THORNTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT

THE  FIRST  FIVE  YEARS 

Without resources, the Thornton Fire Department used what they had to do what  
they could.

Sam Hoffman, a housing developer, opened his first three model homes in April 
1953. By 1955, Thornton’s population was approximately 6,300.”

“ This scrap piece of paper turned out to be 
the official document that we would turn 
over the fire house, all fire equipment and 
the land with full support of the volunteers 
to the new City of Thornton.”  
–Ken Freiberg, 2008

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius quam quisque id 
diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam non quama interdum posuere lorem 
ips umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas maec enas pharetra.

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius quam quisque id 
diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam non quama interdum posuere lorem 
ips umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas maec enas pharetra.

1954 Thornton Volunteer Fire Department, 
Inc. formed. First engine, a 1937 Dodge 
500gpm pumper, purchased for $150 
from donations. First fundraiser: Christmas 
tree sales.

1955 F&S Construction donates land at Dorothy 
Blvd. and Hoffman Way for a fire station. 
Volunteers sell fire extinguishers to raise 
money for an emergency siren.

1956 Thornton incorporates as a city. TFD 
officially becomes a city operation. 
Quonset hut opens as Thornton’s first fire 
station, police department, and city hall. 

1957 Carl Nelson appointed first permanent, 
paid fire chief. Two new engines 
purchased; department dispatcher hired.

1958 New municipal building dedicated 
October 19, housing the city hall, police 
department, and fire department. 

We could all work together towards the 
goal of starting a new City of Thornton.
–Ken Freiberg, 2008

They put out fires, delivered babies, took punches from bloody 
drunks, battled bulky, old fire trucks, cleaned the swimming pool, 
pumped out basements and watered trees.

–Ken Freiberg, 2008

THORNTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT

Typical Historic Graphic Style
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Engine 508 spent two decades protecting Thornton. 
Today it carries a different kind of weight.

A NEW RESPONSIBILITY
Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius quam 
quisque id diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam non quama 
interdum posuere lorem ips umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula 
ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et 
malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis 
varius quam quisque id diam vel quam elementum 
pulvinar etiam non quama interdum posuere lorem ips 
umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant 
morbi tristique senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. 
Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus 
et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Vehicula ipda fames ac 
turpis egestas.

STILL SERVING THE DEPARTMENT

Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant 
morbi tristique senectus et netus et 
malesuada fames

1971
American LaFrance

265 hp
Detroit Diesel

1,250 
gpm

pump

31,588 
lbs.

500-gallon
tank

Engine 508 spent two decades protecting Thornton. 
Today it carries a different kind of weight.

A NEW RESPONSIBILITY
Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius quam 
quisque id diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam non quama 
interdum posuere lorem ips umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula 
ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et 
malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis 
varius quam quisque id diam vel quam elementum 
pulvinar etiam non quama interdum posuere lorem ips 
umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant 
morbi tristique senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. 
Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus 
et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Vehicula ipda fames ac 
turpis egestas.

STILL SERVING THE DEPARTMENT

Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant 
morbi tristique senectus et netus et 
malesuada fames

1971
American LaFrance

265 hp
Detroit Diesel

1,250 
gpm

pump

31,588 
lbs.

500-gallon
tank
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Typical Extended Label

CHAINSAW
•  Cuts through roofs, 

walls, and debris 
quickly

•  For large barriers  
to entry
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WHEN NATURE CALLED

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius quam quisque id 
diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam non quama interdum posuere lorem 
ips umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas maec enas pharetra.

THE THORNTON TORNADO 
JUNE 3, 1981

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius 
quam quisque id diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam 
non quama interdum posuere lorem ips umuisque dolor 
sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.

THE CHRISTMAS EVE BLIZZARD  
DECEMBER 24, 1982

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius 
quam quisque id diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam 
non quama interdum posuere lorem ips umuisque dolor 
sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.

THE LYONS FLOOD  
SEPTEMBER 2013

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius 
quam quisque id diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam 
non quama interdum posuere lorem ips umuisque dolor 
sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.

Winds up to

~600 
homes affected  

across 100-block area

4–8 ft
drifts

23.6”  
recorded at Stapleton

 
heaviest single-day snowfall  
in Denver history at the time

Snow on the ground for 

48 
consecutive days 

87 
homes  

destroyed

110  
homes moderately  

damaged

42 injured 

$50 million in damage  157 mph

The Blizzard Baby
Sit amet porttitor eget quis 
varius quam quisque id diam vel 
quam elementum pulvinar etiam 
non quama interdum posuere 
lorem ips umuisque dolor sit 
amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcuit 
amet porttitor eget quis varius 
quam quisque id diam vel quam 
elementum pulvinar etiam.

TFD Technical Rescue Team named City of 
Thornton Team of the Year, 2013
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FOUNDING THE

THORNTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT

THE  FIRST  FIVE  YEARS 

Without resources, the Thornton Fire Department used what they had to do what  
they could.

Sam Hoffman, a housing developer, opened his first three model homes in April 
1953. By 1955, Thornton’s population was approximately 6,300.”

“ This scrap piece of paper turned out to be 
the official document that we would turn 
over the fire house, all fire equipment and 
the land with full support of the volunteers 
to the new City of Thornton.”  
–Ken Freiberg, 2008

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius quam quisque id 
diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam non quama interdum posuere lorem 
ips umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas maec enas pharetra.

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius quam quisque id 
diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam non quama interdum posuere lorem 
ips umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas maec enas pharetra.

1954 Thornton Volunteer Fire Department, 
Inc. formed. First engine, a 1937 Dodge 
500gpm pumper, purchased for $150 
from donations. First fundraiser: Christmas 
tree sales.

1955 F&S Construction donates land at Dorothy 
Blvd. and Hoffman Way for a fire station. 
Volunteers sell fire extinguishers to raise 
money for an emergency siren.

1956 Thornton incorporates as a city. TFD 
officially becomes a city operation. 
Quonset hut opens as Thornton’s first fire 
station, police department, and city hall. 

1957 Carl Nelson appointed first permanent, 
paid fire chief. Two new engines 
purchased; department dispatcher hired.

1958 New municipal building dedicated 
October 19, housing the city hall, police 
department, and fire department. 

We could all work together towards the 
goal of starting a new City of Thornton.
–Ken Freiberg, 2008

They put out fires, delivered babies, took punches from bloody 
drunks, battled bulky, old fire trucks, cleaned the swimming pool, 
pumped out basements and watered trees.

–Ken Freiberg, 2008

THORNTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT Header

Note: Refer to content documents

Intro Text

Body

Sidebar

Caption

Inset

Callout

Sub head

Sub head

Typical Panel Content Organization



8Thornton Fire Museum
Appendix C — Graphics
April 17, 2026

Typical Reader Rail Content Organization

Engine 508 spent two decades protecting Thornton. 
Today it carries a different kind of weight.

A NEW RESPONSIBILITY
Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis varius quam 
quisque id diam vel quam elementum pulvinar etiam non quama 
interdum posuere lorem ips umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula 
ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et 
malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.

Faucibus a pellentesque sit amet porttitor eget quis 
varius quam quisque id diam vel quam elementum 
pulvinar etiam non quama interdum posuere lorem ips 
umuisque dolor sit amet. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant 
morbi tristique senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac 
turpis egestas. Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. 
Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus 
et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Vehicula ipda fames ac 
turpis egestas.

STILL SERVING THE DEPARTMENT

Vehicula ipsum a arcu habitant 
morbi tristique senectus et netus et 
malesuada fames

1971
American LaFrance

265 hp
Detroit Diesel

1,250 
gpm

pump

31,588 
lbs.

500-gallon
tank
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to entry
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